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Branding irons are still

used for identifying cattle by

searing permanent

marks into the ani-

mal's hides. Brands

were an early deter-

rent against cattle

being lost or stolen,

similar to serial num-

bers. Designed to be

functional, brands are simple,

legible and easily identifiable.

Despite their simplicity,

many cattlemen hold their

brand symbols in high

esteem and name their

ranches after them.

The gunfight at the O.K.
Corral occurred on October 26,
1881, in Tombstone, Arizona
Territory. About 30 shots werefired in 30 seconds.Although only three menwere killed during thegunfight, it is generallyregarded as the mostfamous gunfight in thehistory of

the Old West.During thebattle, thethree EarpB r o t h e r s :Wyatt, Morgan andVirgil, along withtheir friend, DocHolliday foughtagainst the McLauryBrothers: Frank andTom, and their cow-boy friend, BillyClanton. The EarpBrothers and DocHoliday prevailedwith only minor
wounds.The gunfight at the
O.K. Corral has been portrayed
in numerous Western films. It
has come to symbolize the
struggle between law-and-order and open-ban-ditry and rustling in fron-tier towns of the Old Westwhere law enforcementwas often weak or simply
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FAMOUS COWBOYS

BILLY THE KID 1859-1881
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Born in New York City, Billy

the Kid (also known as William

Bonney) moved west and

became one of the most

notorious outlaws in

American history.

According to legend, he

killed at least 21 men,

one for every year of his

young life, before he was

gunned down in the

Chihuahuan Desert by New

Mexico Sheriff Pat Garrett. Billy

the Kid earned his reputa-

tion as one of the Desert

Southwest's most prolific

killers due to his quick

gun and temper. He also

proved to be an expert at

e s cap -

i n g

f r o m
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COWBOY HISTORY

THE WORKING COWBOY

America's working cowboy

began his history on the Texas

plains where, after the Civil

War, ranchers found they

had a plentiful supply of

beef with no place to sell it.

Demand for beef existed

along the East Coast, but to

fulfill that need, Texas

ranchers had to move cat-

tle to the railroads, and the

closest ones were in Kansas.

Between the cattle ranches and

railroads lay Oklahoma, the

land of the great cattle

trails between 1866 and

1889. Oklahoma even-

tually turned into a

prime site for cattle

ranches and continues to

be a thriving center for

livestock.
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W i l l i a mF r e d e r i c k"Buffalo Bill"Cody experi-enced the Old Westto its fullest. Heherded cattle,worked on awagon train, minedfor gold, rode in thePony Express, andscouted for theArmy. His skill as abuffalo huntergained him thenickname "BuffaloBill”. Buffalo Bill'sWild West showstraveled the worldleaving a lastingvision of the American
West. The show spent ten
of its thirty years in
Europe. By the turn of the
century, Buffalo Bill was

proba-
bly the
m o s t

famous and most recognized
man in the world. Buffalo
Bill received the Medal of
Honor in 1872.K
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MODERN COWBOYSRODEOS

FAMOUS COWBOYS
BUFFALO BILL 1846-1917
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The rodeo was born on the
range where cowboys pitted

their herding skills
against each other and
ranches competed for
bragging rights. The
Wild West shows picked
up these competitions
and included them as
entertainment. Although
the shows later dis-

solved, the competitions
evolved into rodeos. A typical
rodeo includes a variety of
events to test a cowboy's
skill. From calf roping and
steer wrestling to saddle-
bronc and bull riding, the
degree of danger varies
but the competition is
always exciting. Q
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COWBOY HISTORYGUNFIGHT AT THE O.K. CORRAL
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