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WHAT KINDS OF SHARKS ATTACK PEQPLE?

TOP 10 MOST DANGEROUS SHARKS

Of some 390 described
species of sharks, only
27 (7%) have been impli-
cated or are suspected of
attacking humans.
Virtually all shark attack
experts agree on the four
most dangerous species,
although not all agree on the order
from most to least. Most would
rank the ten most dangerous as
follows:

1. Great White Shark

2. Tiger Shark

3. Bull Shark

4. Oceanic Whitetip Shark
5. Blue Shark

This list is scaled by likelihood of
inflicting serious injury per attack.
However, on a world-wide basis,
the bull shark may be
statistically the most dan-
gerous species. Main
factors include: Its shal-
low coastal and tropical
river habitat, aggressive
nature and abundance,
brings this shark in con-
tact with more people

~ Size
Sea to Sky Photography

more often than any
other large, saw-toothed
shark. Around tropical
oceanic islands, the
aggressive tiger shark
may be abundant and
thus be far more danger-
ous. In the tropical open ocean, the
opportunistic oceanic whitetip
shark is the predominant species
and may be the most dangerous

6. Shortfin Mako Shark
7. Narrowtooth Shark
8. Blacktip Shark

9. Sand Tiger Shark
10. Lemon Shark

shark in that habitat. However in
cool temperate coastal areas -
especially off California,

South Australia, and

South Africa - the Great

White is the most danger-

ous shark. In practice, it

is probably safest to

regard any shark longer

than about 5 ft (1.5 m) as
potentially dangerous.
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